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Founded in the 1980s, Olifil was 
already a strategic supplier to 
Riopele, producing new yarn types, 
particularly cotton yarns and 
cotton blends. At the time of the 
acquisition, its entire production 
was dedicated to Riopele.

This transaction enhanced the 
security and reliability of yarn 
supply while strengthening the 
group’s production capacity 
and commitment to quality and 
innovation.
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Riopele’s first 
certifications
The 1990s marked a new chapter 
in Riopele’s history. In 1995, the 
company obtained the Oeko-
Tex Standard 100 certification, 
recognising the safety of its 
textile products. One year later, 
it achieved certification of its 
Quality Management System in 
accordance with the NP EN ISO 
9002 standard, awarded by the 
Portuguese Institute for Quality 
(IPQ).

At a time when certification was 
still a significant differentiating 
factor, these milestones 
reinforced Riopele’s commitment 
to excellence, process 
standardisation and customer 
satisfaction. At the time, Riopele 
employed 2,448 people.
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Riopele enters 
ready-to-wear 
business
In 2003, Riopele took another 
step in its vertical integration 
strategy with the creation of 
Riopele Fashion Solutions.

This new business area was 
developed to meet the needs of 
international clients, enabling 
the company to showcase 
Riopele fabrics in finished 
garments and streamline 
collection development 
processes.

With a dedicated team of 
designers, pattern makers 
and garment manufacturing 
specialists, Riopele began 
offering a premium ready-
to-wear service, further 
strengthening its position as a 
trusted partner to some of the 
world’s most prestigious fashion 
brands.
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ÉVORA

Évora, a historic city in the heart of the 
Alentejo region, traces its origins back to 
Roman times. In the 15th century, it was 
chosen by the Kings of Portugal as a royal 
residence, a decision that significantly 
contributed to its development and 
cultural prominence in the centuries that 
followed.

Home to a rich and diverse cultural 
heritage, carefully preserved over time, 
Évora was designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1986.

Among the city’s most distinctive 
architectural features are its whitewashed 

houses, decorative tiles and wrought-iron 
balconies. Walking through its medieval 
streets reveals an extraordinary collection 
of palaces, monasteries and churches that 
bear witness to centuries of history. In its 
lively squares and traditional restaurants, 
where visitors can savour the authentic 
flavours of Alentejo cuisine, Évora reveals 
the timeless charm of Portugal’s historic 
cities.

Évora and the Alentejo region will hold the 
title of European Capital of Culture in 2027.
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What to 
Do/Visit

Évora Cathedral (Sé de Évora) 
One of Évora’s most iconic 
landmarks and an essential 
stop for visitors. Construction 
began in 1186, the cathedral 
was consecrated in 1204 and 
completed in 1250, making it the 
largest medieval cathedral in 
Portugal.
One of the highlights of the 
visit is the rooftop terrace. 
After climbing around 100 
steps, visitors are rewarded 
with breathtaking 360-degree 
views over the city and the 
surrounding Alentejo landscape.

Address: Largo do Marquês de 
Marialva, 7000-809 Évora
Admission: €5

Praça do Giraldo
The true heart of Évora, Praça 
do Giraldo is named after 
Geraldo Geraldes, known as 
“The Fearless”, who recaptured 
the city from the Moors in 1167.
Classified as a National 
Monument since 1910, the 
square is distinguished by its 
Baroque marble fountain with 
eight spouts representing the 
city’s main streets. Visitors will 
also find the Church of Santo 
Antão, one of Évora’s most 
important churches, alongside 
cafés, shops and traditional 
businesses. The Portuguese 
cobblestone pavement enhances 
the historic atmosphere of this 
lively meeting place.

Admission: Free

PHOTOGRAPHY
VIA VISIT ALENTEJO

PHOTOGRAPHY
VIA VISIT ALENTEJO
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Chapel of Bones 

Roman Temple of Évora

One of Évora’s most 
remarkable and thought-

provoking monuments, the 
Chapel of Bones was built in the 
17th century by three Franciscan 
friars. Decorated with thousands 

of human bones and skulls, 
it invites visitors to reflect on 
the transience of life and the 

inevitability of death.

Upon leaving the chapel, 
visitors encounter a tile panel 

designed by architect Álvaro Siza 
Vieira, creating an intriguing 

dialogue between the themes of 
mortality and life.

Address: Rua da República, 
7000-650 Évora

Admission: €7 (adult)

Considered one of the best-
preserved Roman temples on the 

Iberian Peninsula, the Roman 
Temple of Évora has been part of 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site 

designation since 1986.
Built in the early 1st 

century AD in the Corinthian 
style, it remains one of the most 

important testimonies to the 
Roman presence in Portugal. It 
is located in the historic centre, 

close to other key attractions 
including Évora Cathedral, the 

Public Library and the National 
Museum Frei Manuel do 

Cenáculo.

Address: Largo do Conde de 
Vila Flor, 7000-863 Évora

Admission: Free

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Municipal Garden and D. 
Manuel Palace

Located within Évora’s Public 
Garden, the Palace of D. Manuel 
is one of the city’s most elegant 
historic buildings. Surrounded 
by green spaces, terraces and 
shaded areas, it offers a peaceful 
setting for a stroll while 
admiring its architecture.
The garden is also a favourite 
gathering place for both 
residents and visitors seeking 
moments of relaxation outdoors.

Address: Jardim Público, 7000 
Évora

Fitapreta Winery
Housed in the historic Paço 
do Morgado de Oliveira, 
dating back to 1306, Fitapreta 
combines heritage, tradition and 
innovation in winemaking.
In addition to guided tours, 
the winery offers wine tastings, 
gastronomic experiences and 
wine tourism programmes that 
provide a deeper insight into 
Alentejo wines and culture.

Address: Paço do Morgado de 
Oliveira, Estrada M527, km10, 
7000-016 Évora

PHOTOGRAPHY
VIA TRIP ADVISOR
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Where to stay

Located in Évora’s historic 
centre, Cicioso Boutique 
Hotel occupies a beautifully 
restored early-20th-century 
manor house originally 
designed by renowned 
Portuguese architect Raul 
Lino.

The property combines 
heritage, elegance and 
comfort, offering a 
sophisticated stay in the 
heart of the city.

Address: Rua de Cicioso 10, 
7000-658 Évora

Set amidst the Alentejo 
countryside less than 
30 minutes from Évora, 
Octant Évora offers an 
accommodation experience 
where nature, comfort and 
wellbeing coexist in perfect 
harmony.
The hotel features 56 rooms 
and 16 villas, including 
options with private 
pools and family-friendly 
accommodation. It is an 
ideal choice for romantic 
getaways, family holidays 
and guests travelling with 
pets.

Address: Herdade do 
Perdiganito, Lt 52, Nossa 
Senhora de Machede, Évora

Cicioso 
Boutique Hotel

Octant Évora

PHOTOGRAPHY
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This sustainable retreat stands 
out for its contemporary ar-
chitecture and strong environ-
mental commitment. The hotel 
comprises 56 independent 
suites inspired by the surroun-
ding landscape, each featuring 
a private terrace.

Its spa facilities and tranquil 
rural setting create an ideal en-
vironment for relaxation and 
reconnection with nature.

Address: Quinta da Deserta e 
Malina, Évora

The Lince 
Ecorkhotel Évora

PHOTOGRAPHY
VIA MICHELIN GUIDE
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Where to eat

At Tua Madre, Italian 
culinary traditions meet the 
flavours and ingredients of 
Alentejo. The restaurant 
was created by Italian chef 
Francesco Ogliari and Évora 
native Marisa Tiago.

The result is a relaxed and 
welcoming space where 
quality ingredients take 
centre stage and every dish 
reflects the meeting of two 
gastronomic cultures.

Average price: €35

Address: Rua Alcárcova de 
Baixo 55, Évora

Tel: +351 916 879 490

Tua Madre

Located within Fitapreta 
Winery, A Cozinha do Paço 
offers an immersive dining 
experience where food and 
wine naturally complement 
one another.

The experience begins 
with a guided visit through 
various areas of the estate, 
including the terrace and 
historic kitchen, before 
culminating in the main 
dining room. Chef Afonso 
Dantas presents two 
contemporary tasting menus 
— Poda Longa and Poda em 
Vaso — both available with 
wine pairings.

Average price: €135

Address: Paço do Morgado 
de Oliveira, Estrada M527, 
km10, 7000-016 Évora

A Cozinha do Paço

PHOTOGRAPHY
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One of the most celebrated 
restaurants in the Alentejo, 
attracting diners from across 
Portugal.

The concept is both simple and 
surprising: upon arrival, guests 
are only asked about allergies 
or dietary restrictions. The 
kitchen then selects and serves 
the meal.

Among the house specialties 
is the famous pork neck with 
spinach purée.

Average price: €43

Address: Rua do Inverno 16, 
7000-599 Évora

Taberna Típica 
Quarta-Feira

A true reference in Évora’s 
culinary scene, Dom Joaquim is 
renowned for its dedication to 
traditional Alentejo cuisine.

Specialties include Santo Cris-
tóvão-style rabbit, Torresmos 
do Rissol and roasted pork 
cheek with red wine, chestnuts 
and apple purée. During the 
hunting season, game dishes 
also feature prominently, 
accompanied by a carefully 
curated selection of Alentejo 
wines.

Average price: €30

Address: Rua dos Penedos 6, 
Évora

Tel: +351 266 731 105

Dom Joaquim
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